
<Date>
Dear <Insert Name>,
The Washington State Department of Social and Health Services’ is proposing to eliminate state funding for Child Advocacy Centers that would threaten the future existence of Spokane’s Children’s Advocacy Center, Partners with Families and Children (Partners).
The proposed funding reduction would directly impact care and services provided for Spokane’s most vulnerable citizens—children who are victims of physical and sexual abuse.  
Child abuse and neglect are a major problem in Spokane County.  During the first eight months of 2011, Partners provided medical examinations for 145 children and conducted 172 forensic interviews with children suspected of being abused. 
As a Children’s Advocacy Center, Partners provides the expertise of a skilled pediatric team, forensic interviewer and children’s legal advocate.  Partners also coordinates with representatives from the Spokane County Sheriff’s Office, the City of Spokane Police Department, Children’s Administration and the local medical community,  in the investigation, treatment, and prosecution of child abuse cases. Not only has this coordinated method of care and services been found to deliver better outcomes for these kids, it’s also a more cost effective way of providing treatment.  A recent national study has shown that investigations involving child sexual abuse, coordinated through Child Advocacy Center communities, like Partners, cost $1000 less per investigation than the same investigations occurring in communities without Child Advocacy Centers.
Additionally, if the state’s funding for Child Advocacy Center’s is eliminated as proposed, these young child victims will be further traumatized once they disclose the abuse.  They will be forced to deal individually with various state and local agencies, resulting in multiple interviews– and in re-traumatizing the victim.
Until the day comes when we can say we have eliminated child abuse and neglect from our community, Spokane desperately needs Partners to remain open and staffed to provide the forensic interviews, medical examinations and child advocacy leadership role they currently play in our community.
I understand the pressures on the state general fund; however, I am asking you to find another solution that does not take away these essential services for our most vulnerable citizens.   
Sincerely,

